Attachment 6
Big Horn Basin Proposed Resource Management Plan Revision and
Final Environmental Impact Statement

Master Leasing Plans

In the Bighorn Basin, three areas were nominated for Master Leasing Plan (MLP) review —a
concept introduced by the BLM in its Oil and Gas Leasing Reform Instructional Memorandum
(IM) 2010-117. These included the Absaroka-Beartooth Front, Fifteen Mile, and the Big Horn
Front. The BLM determined that none of the nominated areas met the criteria for requiring MLP
analysis. However the BLM did identify resources of concern within these areas. Review of
BLM Wyoming Oil and Gas Leasing Reform Master Leasing Plans Statewide MLP Evaluation
(p. 4) shows:

CATEGORY 2 -- These six geographic areas (figure 3) all failed the initial GIS screen
of criteria 1 through 3. However, each of the proposed MLPs are in areas where existing
management prescriptions related to oil and gas leasing are addressed in older RMPs
currently under revision. The BLM Wyoming State Director is exercising the discretion
allowed in IM 2010-117 to evaluate alternatives for these geographic areas along with
other relevant data during the preparation of an ongoing LUP revision. BLM will
evaluate oil and gas leasing decisions for these areas that address resources of concern
and better fit the MLP criteria.

I agree that the proposed MLP analysis areas in the Planning Area do not meet the MLP criteria.
Further, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) has evaluated the proposed wildlife
stipulations associated with the MLP analysis areas identified in the Bighorn Basin. WGFD
concurs if those stipulations remain in effect additional leasing constraints through an MLP are
unnecessary. I request that the BLM not further pursue MLPs in the Bighorn Basin and the BLM
keep the proposed stipulations as outlined.

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

There are currently 12 Wilderness Study Areas in the Bighorn Basin. Additional management
for wilderness attributes would have a significant impact on mineral development, ranchers,
recreationalists and others who rely on the lands for many different reasons in the Bighorn Basin.
I support the BLM’s decision not to manage for wilderness characteristics. In concert with local
cooperators, I am however, concerned with the potential for future conflict because of the
incorrect inventory maintained by the BLM. As you are aware, local cooperators have presented
information that the inventory and analysis is flawed. The BLM, in conjunction with local
cooperators and the general public, should initiate a new inventory process and, where justified,
correct misclassifications of lands with wilderness characteristics.

Travel Management
Additional access to public lands for recreational and off highway vehicle use is an important

guiding principle. Given the large swaths of federal lands in Wyoming, access is precious. I am
convinced that when people are afforded the opportunity to enjoy our open spaces they are also
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inspired to protect the land. This does not happen when access to BLM lands is restricted or
closed.

It is my understanding that the BLM intends to undertake a comprehensive review of travel
management in the Bighorn Basin following the Record of Decision (ROD). The BLM should
not seek to restrict or close access to public lands through this RMP Revision. The public
process to review travel management must be complete and robust.
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